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Presidents Update 

Dear BLC Members, 

Our primary goal this year revolves around 

improved communication, more on-mountain 

activities and boosting participation. 

To this end, the BLC has registered a website – 

www.benlomond.org.au.  BLC Secretary, 

Adrian Beswick, is developing the site with the 

assistance of Jono Rogers.  We will send out 

more information when the site is live. 

The enclosed 2014 Snow Season calendar sets 

out the weekly happy hours hosted by a 

variety of lodges and spaning all of July and 

August– so try and gather a group from your 

respective lodges or businesses and attend. 

We have also developed an extensive race 

program this season.  We all realise this is 

snow dependant – but by setting dates now 

would-be participants can plan their 

calendars.  We especially want to see more 

junior races.  See David Atkins’ report in this 

newsletter. 

 
Fun Day – Saturday 12th of July 

It is school holidays in July and regardless of 

snow conditions we will run a fun day – so 

plan to visit Ben Lomond that weekend. 

Activities for children of all ages are planned – 

whether it is an ice cube drop for the young 

ones or ‘snowgaining’ across the slopes.  We’ll 

adapt activities to suit the conditions and ages 

of participants. 

Alpine Enterprises - Tow Operations & Junior 

Training 

Kate and Eryl have appointed David 

Goodfellow as tow manager for the season – 

although work commitments mean that he 

will be absent for the first 3 weeks in July.  

Tow operations will commence when there is 

sufficient snow. 

The BLC and Alpine Enterprises have agreed 

that the BLC will receive updates on planned 

tow operations each evening (7 pm) and early 

morning (7 am) and that we will post these on 

the new BLC website.  We all understand that 

this is weather dependant.  The aim is that all 

mountain users have reliable information on 

tow operations when planning to visit. 

I’m pleased to announce that Alpine 

Enterprises are supporting the junior races 

through agreeing to run their tows each 

Saturday afternoon on the back slopes.  All 

participants must be signed up for junior races 

and wear their bib.  Those training are to 

gather at the base of Bills (or another tow if 

marked) shortly before 4.00 pm and before 

the tows close.  Once the public are clear of 

the slopes, then the tow will be restarted and 

race training can run.  We aim to make use of 

the new race timing gear as much as we can 

this season. 

Parks & Wildlife 

I would like to acknowledge the significant 

improvement in communication between the 

BLC and Parks in recent years.  The sense is 

that we are now very much working towards a 

common goal and looking at how and what 

we can achieve together. 

 
*The term ‘happy hour’ has been used for many years to describe open 

lodges – not the sale of half price drinks or the like. 

http://www.benlomond.org.au/
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Tas Fire Service 

The TFS and voluntary brigades conducted a 

tour of Ben Lomond earlier in the month and 

have provided the BLC with their draft 

Premises Detail report.  The visit has 

prompted us to consider the state of 

firefighting facilities - as the response time in 

winter is in the vicinity of 1 hour. 

Our preliminary intention is to ensure all 

pumps are checked, serviced and in working 

order at the start of each season.  This may 

not be possible this close to the 2014 snow 

season.  There may also be a future 

opportunity to run equipment training 

sessions – but we need to talk further with 

the TFS. 

The Creek Inn 

The pub has been sold, with changeover 

occurring on the 11th of July.  A couple from 

NSW have purchased and will be operating 

with the help of one of their children and 

partner. 

We wish Colin and Lisa Mears all the best for 

their relocation to Launceston while they 

assess where life next takes them.  My 

suggestion is that those on the mountain visit 

the Creek Inn on Saturday the 5th of July as a 

farewell. 

Here’s to a snowy 2014.  

Best wishes, 

Tony Gray 

 

 

Ski Camera’s 2014 

 NTAC Front Slopes - Live 
 NTAC Back Slopes – Live 

Online soon: 

 Snow Sports – Ski School/ Toboggan 
 Snow Sports – Village 
 Rovers – Front Slopes from Summit 

Ski Association Sub Committee 

FUN FACT: The Ben Lomond Ski Association 

was formed in 1973 with one of its aims – to 

“maintain and improve the quality of skiing on 

Ben Lomond” 

We have a set of 24 training gates for kids to 

use. They are 90cm in length and are less 

intimidating for the juniors. We obtained 

these with the complements of the Thredbo 

Ski Racing Club (TSRC) and BJ Kaufmehl (who 

some of you might remember) 

To ensure we are all protected from potential 

liability it will be necessary for everyone 

participating to have Public Liability and 

Personal Accident Insurance. To have this 

cover everyone participating either as an 

organiser or a participant will have to be 

registered. There is no cost for the Insurance 

but there is a charge of $5.00 per person or 

$10.00 per family group. When this is done 

everyone will be given a “RACE” number. So 

whenever someone want to participate it will 

not be necessary to get their detail each time. 

Their number is all that is needed. No number 

– no participating. The timing system allows 

for up to 255 competitors 

More information regarding requirements 

and forms will be provided in the next couple 

of weeks. 
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Ben Lomond 7 Day Forecast http://www.bom.gov.au/tas/forecasts/ben-lomond.shtml 

 

Ben Lomond Snow Sports 

BLSS are open from today, 28 June for all 
your mountain needs! They have been busily 
acquiring new equipment throughout the 
summer in preparation for the winter months. 
With 30 sets of skis, 20 pairs of ski boots, 5 
new snowboards and 10 pairs of snowboard 
boots to name a few they are more than ready 
for the season ahead. You will also notice that 
the building has had further works carried out 
on the cladding and this is thanks to Parks and 
Wildlife who have continued to assist in the 
maintenance of the leased building. 

Insurance for Lodges  

The BLC Has received 5 responses from 
Lodges with regard to the questionnaire about 
Lodge Insurance. If any lodges haven’t 
responded and would like to please email us 
as soon as possible. We are hoping to get 
more responses and as such have extended 
the deadline until 17 July 2014. 

Road Sign Lobby 

Following our letter to DIER and the new 

minister, Rene Hidding the BLC has been able 

to get a positive outcome and as such a 

number of the road signs have been flagged to 

be upgraded by around the beginning of 

August. Keep an eye out for the changes as 

they become visible. 

BLC Calendar 2014 

The Village inter lodge calendar is attached to 

this email for your information. See you at the 

Creek Inn Farewell for the first event! 

 

Photos Courtesy, www.ntac.org.au and 

Southern Cross News: www.sctvnews.com.au  

New BLC Email Address 

Please note that the BLC has moved to a 

Gmail platform to align itself better with the 

changes to the online components of the 

committee’s operation. The old Hotmail 

address has been forwarded to the new 

benlomondcommittee@gmail.com email 

address for the next season. 

2014 Photos 

Photos for the 2014 season: if you have 

photos at any time from ben Lomond and 

would be happy for us to use them in 

promotional material please send them 

through to the 

benlomondcommittee@gmail.com email 

address. Best photo for 2014 will win a prize.  
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